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Minutes of the Synod of the Diocese of the Central States 
Meeting at St John’s Anglican Church 

Kings Home, Birmingham AL 
October 22 and 23, 2015 

 

• Having celebrated Holy Communion with The Rt Rev Peter Manto, Suffragan bishop 
of the Diocese of the Central States, as Celebrant and the Rev Canon Houser as 
homilist, the Synod of the Diocese of the Central States was called to order with 
prayer by the Bishop Manto on Thursday October 22, 2014.  
 

First Day - Morning Session 

• Bishop Manto informed the Synod that the Rt Rev Dan Morse, Bishop Ordinary of 
the Diocese, had had to cancel his trip to synod due to Marianne’s continued illness. 
Bishop Manto invited the Rev Davidson Morse to give an update on his mother, after 
which Fr Franklin was asked to lead the Synod in prayer which he did after a minute 
of silent prayer by all members of Synod. 
 

• Bishop Manto then formally opened the Business meeting with a prayer. 
 

• Fr Houser welcomed the Synod and introduced Mr. Lew Burdette, President of Kings 
Home, who also welcomed the Synod and offered a prayer. 
 

• The Rev Canon Ian MacGregor, Secretary to the Synod, declared a quorum with 25 
clergy, 31 lay delegates and 17 parishes and missions represented. 
 

• Guests were introduced, including Postulants of St John’s, all of whom are students at 
Beeson Divinity School’s Anglican Studies program. 

• Fr. McNamara reported that retired RE clergyman and member of our diocese Bob 
Neeb+ had passed away in October.  Fr. Neeb assisted Fr. Mcnamara at Christ the 
King, Dayton, and will be missed by the parish. 
 

• The Synod then moved to the Nominations Report and Election of Officers of the 
Synod. The Synod had previously asked both the Trustees and Standing Committee to 
institute a rotating class of members so that each year one new Lay and one new 
clergy member would be elected. 

o Prior to formal nominations and elections Fr Boettner explained a change 
in the proposed nominees for Trustee – originally Mr. Mark Malson was 
to cycle off in 2015; however, due to ill health and pressing family 
obligations, Mr. Chip Beyer asked that he retire from the Trustees in 2015; 
therefore his place was switched with Mr. Malson. 

o Fr MacGregor was nominated to the office of Secretary. With no 
additional nominations he was elected by voice vote. 
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o The Rev Franklin Sanders was nominated to the office of Treasurer. With 
no additional nominations he was elected by voice vote. 

o The Rev Paul Edgerton was then introduced as Chair of the Nominations 
Committee to walk the Synod through the process of selection for 
nominations. 
 Fr Edgerton reviewed the nominations process and the slate of 

nominees (as amended in the previously noted switch where Mr. 
Mark Malson moved to the class of 2016 and Mr. Chip Beyers 
moved to the Class of 2015 position for the Trustees). A copy of 
the Diocesan Officers list and proposed slate are attached). 

 The Very Rev Scott Thompson took the floor to explain that the 
Nominations Committee had – with Fr Edgerton recusing himself 
– nominated Fr Edgerton to be elected to the Standing Committee. 

 Fr Edgerton offered a prayer for the nominees and election 
 There being no further nominations, Fr Thompson moved that the 

nominations be approved as presented. The motion was seconded 
and approved by voice vote 

• Bishop Manto read a letter of greeting from Archbishop Foley Beach of the 
Anglican Church in North America (attached). 

• The Synod then moved to Reports of Officers and Elected Boards and 
Committees: 

o The minutes for the 2014 Synod, having been previously posted to the 
website and made available to the Diocese, were approved. 

o Bishop Manto read the bulk of Bishop Morse’s report (copy attached). 
 Bishop Manto read a letter from Presiding Bishop Grote (copy 

attached). 
 Bishop Manto interrupted reading Bishop Morse’s report to have 

parishes with new or consecrated churches in the past year give an 
update on their facilities (Trinity, Evansville Indiana; St Andrew’s, 
Appomattox Virginia; Covenant, Roanoke, Virginia; and All 
Saints, Raleigh North Carolina). 

 Fr Thompson invited the Synod to meet at St Jude’s, Richmond 
Virginia, in 2016. Bishop Manto also indicated that Trinity, Mason 
Ohio was willing to host Synod in 2017 and every alternate year 
afterwards. 

 Bishop Morse’s report was then received by voice vote. 

• The Rev Canon Charlie Camlin of the Diocese of Mid-America was introduced to 
talk about Cranmer Theological House. 

• The Synod was operating ahead of schedule and so it moved to the Trustees 
Report: 
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o  Mr. Mark Malson, Assistant Treasurer, reviewed the Financial Report and 
proposed 2016 budget (copies attached). 

o A question was asked about a discrepancy and potential typo in the 
Dissolved Parishes account – the amount showed as $16,342 for 6/30/14 
and should have been $161,342 (this was researched and corrected after 
lunch). 

o A motion was made, seconded and approved by voice vote to accept the 
Treasurer’s report and approve the proposed 2016 budget. 

• Fr. Boettner gave a report on Minister’s Salaries (copy attached). Discussion 
followed, after which the report was accepted by voice vote. 

o A follow-up request was made from the floor that at the 2016 Synod the 
Minister’s Report also include information for part-time ministers.   

 
At this point the Synod broke for lunch. 
 

Business resumed for the afternoon session at 1 PM. 
First Day – Afternoon Session 

 

• Fr. Thompson delivered the Standing Committee Report (copy attached). The 
Report was accepted by the Synod by voice vote. 

• Fr. Houser reported for the Constitution and Canons Committee, indicating that at 
this time no changes were being proposed, although he indicated that REC 
Constitutions and Canons were being reviewed for any changes that might be 
necessary or desirable as a result of the Supreme Court Obergefell Decision. 

• The Rev Canon Bill Jerdan gave a report on Foreign Missions and on the Colvins 
missionary efforts (copy attached). 

• The Rev Workowski, Mrs. Susan Sanders and Mrs. Mary Jane Thompson gave a 
report on the Women of the Church. 

o They gave a presentation to Mrs. Janice Manto for the 2015 Devotional 
she wrote which was distributed nationwide. 

o Clergy were reminded to be sure they pass along pertinent Women of the 
Church information to the women in their parishes. 

o Bishop Manto suggested that the diocese elect or appoint a Liaison Chair 
for the Women. Joan Workowski was put forth as the Liaison until the 
2016 Synod. 

• Bishop Manto gave his report (copy attached). 
 

After a brief recess the Synod resumed 
 

• The Rev Deacon Robert Sexton, an attorney in Kentucky, and Mr. Brian Milner 
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of Holy Trinity Church, also an attorney, gave a detailed presentation on the 
Obergefell decision, how the law developed to that point and some practical 
impacts the decision might have on REC parishes. 

• The Rev Sparks made a presentation on the Anglican Bible and Book Society. 
• Fr. Houser taught on The Theology of the Body: Man and Woman He Created 

Them by Pope John Paul II  
 
Day One concluded with Evening Prayer and was followed that evening with a banquet. 
 

 
Second Day 

The Synod resumed its business session after Morning Prayer led by the Fr. Boettner. 
 

• Holy Trinity Fairfax gave a brief report on their efforts to obtain existing 
commercial property for a permanent worship home. 

• It was asked and determined that there was no New Business for the Synod to 
address. 

• Bishop Manto asked for any appointments to be made by Synod 
o Mrs. Joan Workowski was formerly appointed Liaison for the Women of 

the Church. 
o  Mr. Mark Malson was formerly appointed as Assistant Treasurer. 

• It was announced and confirmed that the 2016 Synod would be hosted by St 
Jude’s Parish Richmond, Virginia. 

• The Rev Greg Miller, Rector of Covenant Chapel, REC (New Jersey) and 
National Director of Church Army USA and Mr. Herb Bailey gave a presentation 
on the Church Army (www.churcharmyusa.org). 

 
There being no further business, it was moved, seconded and approved to adjourn the 
Synod. 
 
Following the close of the final business session of Synod Bishop Manto led the 
congregation in the closing Synod Eucharist. 

http://www.churcharmyusa.org/�
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THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
OFFICE FOR THE UNITED STATES and CANADA 

A Founding Member of the Province of the 
Anglican Church in North America 

 
 
The Sunday after Trinity 
October 21, 2015 
 
The Rt. Rev. Daniel R. Morse 
Bishop Ordinary 
Diocese of the Central States 
The Reformed Episcopal Church 
 
 
Dear Bishop Morse, Bishop Manto, Clergy and Delegates of the Diocese of the 
Southeast assembled in Synod; 
 
Greeting in the matchless name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
 
I regret that I am unable to be with you at your Synod this year. Participating in your 
Annual Synods has always been a particular joy and blessing to me. However, this year 
I must attend to certain pastoral needs in the Diocese of Mid-America. 
 
I want to convey to you the official greetings of the rest of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church and to assure you of the love and prayers of your brothers and sisters in 
Reformed Episcopal Church around the world. Your Diocese has been and is a blessing 
to us all.  
 
As you meet to conduct the necessary business of your Diocese, I am praying that the 
Lord will direct you by His Holy Spirit to make the necessary decisions that will further 
the work of His Kingdom and glorify His Name. Our Lord promised His disciples that 
the Holy Spirit would lead them into all truth, so, I pray that this would be your portion 
as well.  
 
Brothers and Sisters, Let all things be done decently and in order. “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness”. When you do, blessings will abound. 

 
Affectionately in the Bonds of Christ, 

 
 
The Most Rev. Royal U Grote, Jr. 
Presiding Bishop 
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